There exist many methods for the application of the Gram stain to histological sections, and with all of them there is generally no difficulty in recognising Gram-positive organisms. However, with most of the well-recognised methods Gram-negative bacteria are difficult to distinguish from the background. Twort's method distinguishes Gram-negative bacteria from the background but is relatively timeconsuming (Cook, 1974) , and we therefore turned our attention to Sandiford's modification of the Gram stain (Cruikshank et al., 1975 
